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Substituted 8/27/13


Introduced by Council Member Schellenberg and substituted by the Rules Committee:

ORDINANCE 2013-351-E
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE TO Prohibit PAYMENT FOR TRAVEL AS A GIFT TO INDIVIDUALS; AMENDING SECTION 106.703 (AUTHORITY FOR REIMBURSEMENT FOR TRAVEL EXPENSES), Chapter 106 (Budget and Accounting code), Ordinance code, TO PROHIBIT payment FROM PRIVATE ENTITIES FOR TRAVEL AS A GIFT TO INDIVIDUALS; Amending Part 4 (Donations of Tickets to Events and Travel), Chapter 113 (Gifts to City), Ordinance Code, to remove payment for travel as a gift TO INDIVIDUALS; Creating new section 111.405 (Travel Trust fund), Part 4 (Administration, Personnel and Code Regulation), Chapter 111 (Special Revenue and Trust Accounts); PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:

Section 1. 
Amending Section 106.703 (Authority for Reimbursement for Travel Expenses), Chapter 106 (Budget and Accounting Code), Ordinance Code, to prohibit payment for travel as a gift to an individual by a private source.  Section 106.703 (Authority for Reimbursement for Travel Expenses), Chapter 106 (Budget and Accounting Code), Ordinance Code, is hereby amended to read as follows: 

CHAPTER 106. Budget and Accounting Code 

*  *  *
PART 7. Travel Expense Reimbursement

*  *  *

Sec. 106.703. - Authority for reimbursement for travel expenses.


No traveler may be reimbursed for travel expenses pursuant to this part unless he has obtained, in advance of performing the travel, written approval to travel from the approving authority. Reimbursement shall be made only to travelers and shall be made only for those expenses necessarily incurred by them in the performance of a public purpose authorized by law to be performed by the agency whose funds are involved. No traveler shall be allowed to receive funds or be reimbursed for travel as a gift to an individual from any prohibited party as such party is identified in Section 602.701, Ordinance Code, and, Section 112.3148, Florida Statutes. Any receipt of funds or reimbursement for travel as a gift to an individual from any other non-prohibited party for City business may only be done upon prior written approval from the Ethics, Compliance and Oversight Office and the Office of the General Counsel. Disclosure and/or reporting of such gifts shall be in accordance with all applicable Federal, State and local law.  
Section 2. 
Amending Part 4 (Donations of Tickets to Events and Travel), Chapter 113 (Gifts to City), Ordinance Code, to remove payment for travel as a gift.  Part 4 (Donations of Tickets to Events and Travel), Chapter 113 (Gifts to City), Ordinance Code, is hereby amended to read as follows: 

CHAPTER 113. Gifts to City 

*  *  *
PART 4. Donations of Tickets to Events and Travel

Sec. 113.401. - Scope. 


This part establishes procedures for the receipt of gifts to the City in the nature of admission to events and travel. The City recognizes that there are circumstances when persons or corporations desire City representation at events and presentations. In all such circumstances, the determination of the appropriate representative shall be the decision of the City. 


Sec. 113.402. – Acceptance.

All gifts to the Executive Branch of the City, in the nature of admission to events and travel, shall be accepted by the Mayor or designee. All gifts to the Legislative Branch of the City, in the nature of admission to events and travel, shall be accepted by the Council President or designee. 

 
Sec. 113.403. - Distribution. 


The distribution of all gifts of admissions to events or travel accepted by the Mayor or designee on behalf of the City shall be made at the discretion of the Mayor or designee. The distribution of all gifts of admissions to events or travel accepted by the Council President or designee on behalf of the City shall be made at the discretion of the Council President or designee. The Mayor and Council President or their designee shall ensure that procedures are in place to document the receipt and distribution of all gifts covered by this part, in accordance with Section 602.701(c), Ordinance Code.
Section 3. 
Creating a New Section 111.405 (Travel Trust Fund), Part 4 (Administration, Personnel and Code Regulation), Chapter 111 (Special Revenue and Trust Accounts), Ordinance Code.
 A new Section 111.405 (Travel Trust Fund), Part 4 (Administration, Personnel and Code Regulation), Chapter 111 (Special Revenue and Trust Accounts), Ordinance Code, is hereby created to read as follows:
Chapter. 111 Special Revenue and Trust Accounts
* * *

Part 4. Administration, Personnel and Code Regulation
Sec. 111.405 – Travel Trust Fund.
There is created a Travel Trust Fund (“the Fund”), a permanent trust fund of the City, into which shall be deposited all grant funds, donations, or gifts received by the City for use towards achieving the goals and purposes of the Fund.  The monies deposited in this trust fund and all interest accrued thereon shall be utilized and expended, solely for the reimbursement of travel related expenses for City employees and officers for travel on City business. Monies deposited in this trust fund shall be considered appropriated for such purposes and available for expenditure notwithstanding fiscal years and shall not lapse at the end of any fiscal year. Expenditures from this trust shall not exceed actual revenues received at any time. The Director of the Finance Department is authorized and directed to make disbursements from this trust fund upon the written request of a City Department or Agency, approval of the Mayor’s Budget Review Committee, and upon proof of travel on City business. Only airfare, mileage, transportation, lodging, meals, registration and accommodations in compliance with the City’s travel policy shall be approved for reimbursement. Furthermore, the Director of the Finance Department shall be responsible for maintaining all required accounting records, making the proper disbursements, and providing any required financial information, including notifying City Council, of the exhaustion of funds available for expenditure in this trust fund. The Finance Director shall provide a report to the Finance Committee, pursuant to Council Rule 2.214, every June 1 and December 1 as to the disposition of the monies of the Fund, including the recipients of the travel reimbursement, amounts, destinations, and certification that the travel was authorized and complies with this section.


Section 4.

Effective Date.  This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature. 
Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel
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